
ftCs4Pu,ee
Creating Peace in the Middle East
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couts Canada recently participated in a Kids4Peace event at Scarboro Missions in Toronto.
Kids4Peace is an interfaith education-for-peace initiative of St. George's College Jerusalerr, with the

cooperation of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalenr. 'ltre Scout group was invited to attend to learn
more about the peace initiatives of this program, and observe ways on how Scouting can promote peace.

the program was launched in
2002. when tu.elvc chilclren fron
Jerusalen attended a summer canlp
in Houston,'l'exas. Since then, onc
hundred and twenty children from
Jeru.rlenr anrl tialil, r' hav, partici
palFil in :'unl reI canr1, Irograrn. in
Houstol. Atlanla and'lirronto.

1'hrough the Kicls,lPeace pro-
grams, Israeli and Palestinian childrcn
are brought together across the cul-
tural divides in the Holy Lancl. These
programs are unique by encouraging
rlialogu, betu.cn kid. of thre. rli[f.r-
ent laith traditions; a proccss which
is also beneficial to the hosting com-
munities in the \Vest. Elcven yearold
children are old enough tu embracc
lriendship with children of other faiths
arrd rppreciate tlrrir r'ultural difter-
(]nces.

Both the chiklren and their par-
ents participat{' in a program of inter,
action in (ialilee leading up 1o thc
visit to Canada. Childrer continue for
a J'car afterwards to be guidcd by
prolessional advisors and facilitators
of the three iaiths. Isracli and Pales-
tinian staff work thithlully with both
sicles of the conflicl.

Tnerc ehildren
are the lead,ert

of the fiuture. Our
hope and prayer
is that they wilt
trantcend the

contlict and, ouer
time, ereate neut

realities jor peace.
Families are offered thc option

of continuing their dialogue beyord
llr, firsl ), rrr;rs w, ll. llrc proqram is
designed tci fostcr, support and
strengthen the growing community
of interfaith families workin.q togelh-
er to create peace ir lhe Micldle Ilast.

Kids4Peace is non-denominatiorr
al, nonlolitical and non-partisan.
A1l participants staf{, fal.rilies ancl
children - share a conrtrrituteIrt
to pcacc.'l'hcy also sharc a belief that
an cducational experiencc oI respect

ancl understanding for cultural and
religious diversily should begin rrill
the uery J1ung, and reach out to invite
adults as well into nature ways of
coexistence.

These children are the leaders of
lhc fulurc. Our hopr and Dray"r is
that they will have the inter-cultural
and inter-religious tools necessary to
transcend the conflict and, over time,
create new rcalities for peace.

Scouts Canada's own peace initia-
tivcs cornplement the Kids4Peace pro-
gram and the need lor the younger
generation to influcnce the world to
fulluw the path ior peace. Countries
around the world, such as Sudan.
El Salvador, Argentina and Chile are
being impacted by Scouting's G,)?s Fr,,
Peace iiilialive. Visit www.scout.org
to find out nore.

Scouting s "Onc World, One
Promise" vision. and the 2{J milliorr
members in 155 countries dedicated
to peace and the environment, speaks
to Scouting's conrmitment to a better
world. ,\
- John Plumadore, Director of Com-
munitJ Derclopme t.


